THE SPANISH WAR
taken from its hiding-place in the church crypt and,
blowing up the bridges to render the enemy's advance
difficult, they destroyed that column so that none was
left to return to Madrid and boast that he had set foot
in the Carlist valley of the Jerte.
That represents the Carlist spirit, and so also do the
following extracts which I make from the little book
known as the "Ordenanza del Requete". Written by
General Varela, long before the rising, it is the Catechism,
as it were, of the Carlist youth. On its title page it lays
down the duties of the Carlist soldier as follows.
Thou of the scarlet beret wilt be- A soldier of the
Faith and of the Holy Cause of our Tradition
Thou shalt faithfully fulfil thy duties, exalt thy prin-
ciples and hold thyself in readiness for the call
Thy watchword shall ever be: CtfGod, Country, King "
The qualities and duties of the perfect Carlist soldier
or Requete are then given as follows:
Be:
Knight without stain.
Disciplined in spirit.
Strong for the service.
Jealous of thy reputation.
Volunteer for danger.
Intrepid.
Excellent companion.
Incapable of betraying thy ideal.
Subordinate and punctual as is fitting.
Strong, both physically and morally.
Never frightened, always imperturbable.
The Scarlet Beret whose personal honour and spirit
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